MINUTES of CAMRA MEETING
The OId Swan, Bridgnorth 24™ August 2021

Present: 14 members, 1 guest

Apologies 8 members

1) CHAIRMANS WELCOME
AT (acting Chair) welcomed all to the meeting.

2) MINUTESOF LAST MEETING
a) AT apologised that he had yet to send the message of thanks to E&DH minuted at the meeting
on 28" July.

3) WHATPUB SURVEYS UPDATE
The campaign of What Pub surveys has started reasonably well, with the following pubs now fully
up-to-date:
e Atrium, Bridgnorth
Old Swan, Bridgnorth
Stable Bar, Bridgnorth
Vine, Bridgnorth
Rose & Crown, Burford
Crown, Claverley
Plough, Claverley
Howard Arms, Ditton Priors
Old Gate, Heathton,
Bennett’s End, Knowbury
Live & Let Live, Neen Sollars
e New Inn, Oreton
Many thanks to all who have contributed. It was agreed that anyone planning to visit a pub to carry
out a survey should request a .pdf copy of the “pubzilla” data from AT to facilitate their data
gathering.

Action: AT to prepare afull set of pubzilla pdf forms for all pubs.

4) SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) HQ Matters
Two memos have been received: Railtrail Tours UK are offering a 5% discount for groups of
5 or more Camra members on their UK railtours, and the GT(NE) has advised that training is
available for members in the new revised beer styles that Camra have introduced. Full details
are on the members website.



5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

b) Regional
1. There has been no contact from the WM Regional Directorate since the last meeting.

2. For details of all Regional events, go to www.westmidlands.camra.org.uk

c) Telford & East Shropshire
The TES AGM will be held on Saturday 18" September in the Pheasant, Wellington at 1100.
All sub-branch members are invited to attend.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
Sub-branch membership is currently 129, unchanged since the previous meeting.

SOCIAL SECRETARY

The post of Social Secretary remains vacant. Alan will look to arrange a survey trip to Cleobury
Mortimer in November, looking to visit pubs that are likely candidates for the 2023 GBG. As well
as the five in Cleobury Mortimer itself, hopefully calls can be made at the New Inn, Oreton;
Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon and/or the Eagle & serpent at Kinlet.

It was agreed that a minibus should be orderedto visit the Dudley Winter Ales Festival (see AOB
below)

Any suggestions for other social visits will be welcomed, especially if the proposer can make the
arrangements as well.

SHROPSHIRE TALES & ALE SABRINA

e Resumption of publication of Ale Sabrina is still anticipated in January 2022.
e There is no information regarding the status of Shropshire T’ Ales.

e Articles for both magazines are always welcome.

SOCIAL MEDIAUPDATE
a) Contact with the branch Facebook team has yet to be made.

b) AN continues to update the branch website.
¢) VB proposed thata branch “Whats App” group should be set up for informal exchange of
information, such as agreeing pub visits at short notice.
Action: VB to set up in conjunction with AN
AT thento distribute the link to all members, who then may choose to join the group

BREWERY & PUB NEWS
a) Breweries
[ ]

The BLO for Hobsons is currently vacant, but a volunteer has been found — to be arranged
with TES at the meeting on the 18" Sept.

e There is no news regarding Hop & Stagger.

e There is no news of Severn Valley Ales.


http://www.westmidlands.camra.org.uk/

b) Pubs

o A recentissue of the “Bridgnorth Journal” reported that the Acton Arms will be reopening as
a community pub, similar to the Pheasant at Neenton — to be monitored

e Members reported on visits to various pubs in the area. Many were of the opinion that the
Foster’s Arms is an good place to drink with the excellent quality of the beers matched by the price:
£3.00 per pint, except for Adnam’s Ghost Ship at £3.20.

e Other pubs recommended by members present included the Vine, Golden Lion (although the
price of Ghost Ship there is reported to be 60p more than the Fosters), the Woodbury and the Old
Castle.

e The Bell & Talbot is expected to reopen in September under new tenants, who have run the
New Inn (St Mary’s St) in the past.

10) PUB OF THE SEASON
Nominations for the Autumn 2021 POTS opened at the meeting and will close before the
September meeting. Nominations received so far are:
e Foster’s Arms
e New Inn (Oreton)
e Vine
Voting will take place prior to and at the September meeting.

11) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
e The Dudley Winter Ales Festival will take place in Dudley Town Hall on 25" — 27"
November. Volunteers to assist are earnestly needed as well as support from potential

customers. Volunteers should email dwafstaff@dudleycamra.org.uk. Alternatively ring
Karl on *********.

12) CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS
The chairman thanked Ryan for the excellent hospitality and the meeting closed at 20.45.

13) NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be at the Boyne Arms, Burwarton on 21°* September 2000. A minibus
will depart from opposite the George at 1930, contact AT if you want a place. The October
meeting will be in the Fosters Arms on 26" October at 1930, and the November meeting will be
in the Crown, Claverley on 23 November at 2000. A minibus will be arranged.


mailto:dwafstaff@dudleycamra.org.uk

