NOTES of CAMRA MEETING
The Boyne Arms, 21° September 2021

Present: 15 members

Apologies 9 members

1) CHAIRMANS WELCOME
AT welcomed all to the meeting, with a special welcome to AG returning after many years’ absence.

2) MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
a) The blank forms for “What Pub” surveys had been distributed. AT asked surveyors to note that pub
mealtimes need to be noted as well as the full opening times.

3) WHATPUB SURVEYS UPDATE
The What Pub survey project is continuing to make progress, with a total of 32 premises surveyed so far since
the start of 2021. A full list is attached to the end of the minutes.

4) SECRETARY’S REPORT

a) HQ Matters
Nothing of note from HQ.

b) Regional
1. MP, Deputy Director of Camra West Midlands Region attended the TES AGM on the 18"

September and emphasised the need to continue with the survey work. Otherwise there has been
nothing of note from the WM Regional Directorate.
2. For details of all Regional events, go to www.westmidlands.camra.org.uk

c) Telford & East Shropshire
The TES AGM was held on Saturday 18" September in the Pheasant, Wellington. The sub-Branch
was represented by AT and DJ.

The most important feature was the Treasurer’s Report which noted that while income over the shut-
down period had been nil, there was till an appreciable sum to be paid out each month for the storage
unit where the branch’s equipment is kept. As a result, the bATce of over £1000 in early 2020 had
dwindled to little more than £100. The treasurer would be approaching Camra HQ for some support
but meanwhile it was important to restart functions which generated income, especially Beer Festivals.

TES membership has dropped by over 100 to 633 over the shut-down, reflecting national trends.


http://www.westmidlands.camra.org.uk/

5)

6)

7)

8)

Elections to the committee were held with Mark Parkes taking the chair. The following were elected:
e Chairman AZ

e Secretary PB
e Treasurer BJ
e Membership Sec PJ
e Social Sec PB

TES branch meetings will now be held on the 2™ Wednesday of each month, with the next one at the
Anvil, Shifnal on 13" October at 2000.

The Bridgnorth Beer Festival was given the go-ahead for the 8" — 10" September. It is important that

this is successful as it is unlikely that either FATE or the Shifnal Beer Festival will occur next year. A
venue in central Telford, convenient for public transport will be investigated to see if another festival

can be arranged.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
Sub-branch membership remains at 129.

SOCIAL SECRETARY

A survey trip to Cleobury Mortimer has been arranged for Saturday 13" November departing from
opposite the George at 1200. All wishing to join the tour should contact AT. Pubs to be visited, as well as
the five in Cleobury Mortimer should include the Eagle & Serpent, Blount Arms and the New Inn, Oreton.

Following a discussion, it was decided not to order a minibus to visit the Dudley Winter Ales Festival as
there was not enough support. However, this may be reviewed again if there is support.

Any suggestions for other social visits will be welcomed, especially if the proposer can make the
arrangements as well.

SHROPSHIRE TALES & ALE SABRINA

e Resumption of publication of Ale Sabrina is still anticipated in January 2022.

e The future of Shropshire T’ Ales was discussed at the TES AGM, with no decision yet.
o Articles for both magazines are always welcome.

SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATE
a) DS is now maintaining the Face Book pages for both TES and Bridgnorth. Any details of sub-branch
activities should be passed to her for inclusion. (dawnmattl @gmail.com)
b) AN continues to update the branch website.
c) The setting-up of a “Whatsapp” group by Vicky in conjunction with Alison is progressing. When set up,
details to be sent out to the members inviting them to join the group.



mailto:dawnmatt1@gmail.com

9) BREWERY & PUB NEWS
a) Breweries
e AG has kindly agreed to be the BLO for Hobson’s Brewery. AT to arrange for him to have access to
the BIS system for maintaining the information on Camra’s database.
e Hobson’s Brewery Tap will not be reopening before January 2022.
e There is no news regarding Hop & Stagger.
e There is no news of Severn Valley Ales.

b) Pubs

e Acton Arms (Morville): Planning Permission has been granted for developing part of the carpark,
allowing the local community to proceed with the sale of the land concerned which will in turn give them the
capital required to reopen the pub.

o The Bell & Talbot has reopened, and there have been good reports on the range of beers offered for
sale.

e The Eagle & Serpent has undergone a major refurbishment during the lock-down: the bar area is
unaltered, but the rear lounge has been knocked into the conservatory to form a large restaurant area. The
conservatory has been rebuilt as a brick structure to facilitate this. Visits by members have found the pub
doing very good business.

e The Football Club was reported to be selling both Town Crier and HPA.

10) PUB OF THE SEASON
No further nominations were received, so voting took place on the three to choose from the three
nominated at the August meeting, and the outright winner was the Fosters Arms, Bridgnorth. A certificate
will be ordered and presented to the landlord at the October meeting. (see below)

11) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
e Wyre Forest Branch are holding the Kidderminster Beer & Cider Festival between the 4™ and 6"
November. Details can be found on the Wyre Forest website, and all offers of assistance will be
welcomed.
e The Sub-Branch AGM will be held on the 23™ November at the Crown, Claverley at 2000.
Nominations are invited for the posts of Chairman, Secretary, Membership Secretary and Social
Secretary, and voting will take place at the AGM.

12) CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS
The chairman thanked Tim and his staff for their hospitality and the meeting closed at 2115.

13) NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be at the Fosters Arms, Mill Street, on 26" October at 1930, and the
November meeting will be in the Crown, Claverley on 23" November at 2000. This will form the
AGM (see above). A minibus will depart from opposite the George at 1930, contact AT Thwaites
if you want a place.



Appendix

The following licensed premises have been surveyed since the start of 2021

Atrium

BamBoo
Bandon Arms
Bell & Talbot
Bennetts End Inn
Black Boy

Black Horse
Boyne Arms
Button Oak Inn
Crown

Down Inn

Eagle & Serpent
Fosters Arms
George

Halfway House

Hobsons Brewery Tap
Howard Arms Hotel

Kings Arms

Live & Let Live

New Inn

Old Castle

Old Gate Inn

Old Swan

Olde Punch Bowl Inn
Plough Inn
Railwayman's Arms
Rose & Crown

Royal Fountain Inn
Shakespeare Inn
Stable Bar

Talbot Hotel
Vine Hotel

Bridgnorth
Bridgnorth
Bridgnorth
Bridgnorth
Knowbury
Bridgnorth
Bridgnorth
Burwarton
Button Oak
Claverley
Chetton
Kinlet
Bridgnorth
Bridgnorth

Eardington
Cleobury
Mortimer

Ditton Priors
Cleobury
Mortimer
Neen Sollars
Oreton
Bridgnorth
Heathton
Bridgnorth
Bridgnorth
Claverley
Bridgnorth
Burford
Cleobury
Mortimer
Bridgnorth
Bridgnorth
Cleobury
Mortimer
Bridgnorth




