Present:

Apologies

NOTES of CAMRA MEETING
The Fosters Arms, 26" October 2021

Alan Thwaites (AT, acting chairman), 11 other members.

7 members.

1) CHAIRMANS WELCOME
Alan welcomed all to the meeting.

2)

3)

4)

NOTES OF LAST MEETING
a) Alan Thwaites apologised for not having sorted out the access to the Brewery Information System for
AG so he could take up the role of BLO for Hobsons. To be done asap.

WHATPUB SURVEYS UPDATE
41 premises have now been surveyed since the start of 2021. Further surveys continue to be submitted —
Well done to all concerned!

SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) HQ Matters
1. It has been decided to concentrate all HQ activities on one site. Accordingly, the Hatfield Road
premises are being put up for sale and new premises sought where both office and warehouse
functions can be carried out on the same site.
2. GBG 2022 packs for licensees will be sent to DJ for distribution. VVolunteers for distribution are
being sought. The information within is embargoed until 12 November.
3. The Members weekend in Eastbourne will be held 8" — 10™ April 2022, the weekend before
Easter.
4. Branches are reminded about the National Pub of the Year competition. Telford main branch will
coordinate the nomination(s) from the sub-branches.
b) Regional
1. Nothing to note from the WM region.
2. For details of all regional events, go to www.westmidlands.camra.org.uk

c) Telford & East Shropshire

The latest TES meeting was held on Wednesday 13" October in the Anvil, Shifnal. The sub-Branch
was represented by Alan Thwaites, and 3 other members. Items of note arising from the meeting
include:

1.

2.

Agendas for Branch and sub-branch meetings will be posted onto the relevant websites. (AT to
take special note!)

Pub surveys for the 2023 GBG — There has been no guidance yet regarding the publishing
timetable for the 2023 edition of the Good Beer Guide. Therefore the branch will proceed with a
similar timetable to previous years: Nominations and beer scoring will close at the end of January


http://www.westmidlands.camra.org.uk/

2022 and the selection night meeting will be on the 9" February at a venue to be arranged
(probably in Shifnal or Oakengates). AZ will coordinate the beer scores for the whole branch and
urged all members to remember to enter all beer scores after visiting a pub.

3. Information to TES members will be distributed via the Camra “Comms” system, Facebook and
the TES website.

4. As well as the Bridgnorth Beer Festival, it is important to see if another festival can be organised
in 2022. Suitable sites will be investigated, which need to heave good public transport links. It was
suggested that the Cosford Air Museum be approached to see if they would be interested in
holding a festival in one of their hangers (similar to the Barrow Hill festival which takes place in a
Railway Museum).

5. The next TES meeting will be Wednesday 10™ November in the Wheatsheaf, Chetwynd Aston
starting at 2000.

5) MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
Sub-branch membership is 122 as of the 26™ October.

6) SOCIAL SECRETARY

1. There are still 2 spaces on the minibus for the survey trip to Cleobury Mortimer on Saturday 13"
November departing from opposite the George at 1200. Anyone wishing to join the tour should
contact Alan Thwaites. Pubs to be visited, as well as the five in Cleobury Mortimer should include the
Eagle & Serpent, Blount Arms and the New Inn, Oreton. To help defray the cost, there will be a
charge of £3 per head for this trip.

2. The Telford Christmas Social will be held on Saturday 11" December, starting at the Pheasant in
Wellington at 1200 and concluding at the Wrekin Hotel with a buffet at 1600. A minibus has been
arranged and anyone wishing to join should contact Alan Thwaites. There will be a charge for the
minibus, probably £3 depending on humbers.

3. Any suggestions for other social visits will be welcomed, especially if the proposer can make the
arrangements as well.

7) SHROPSHIRE TALES & ALE SABRINA

e Resumption of publication of Ale Sabrina is on course for January 2022.

e There has been no decision on the future of Shropshire T’ Ales. LB will continue with the layout and
other publication works but wishes someone else to take over the commercial work — signing up
advertising and other associated work.

e Articles for both magazines are always welcome.

8) SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATE
a) DS is now maintaining the Face Book pages for both TES and Bridgnorth. Any details of sub-branch
activities should be passed to her for inclusion.
b) AN continues to update the branch website.
¢) The “Whatsapp” group has now been set up by Vicky and, after a few teething problems is now
functioning well, with many contributions from members. It was agreed that thanks to Vicky be
placed on record for her work in setting up the group.



9) BREWERY & PUB NEWS
a) Breweries
e There is no news to report from any of the branch’s breweries.

b) Pubs

e Acton Arms (Morville): No further progress has been noticed.

e The Pheasant (Linley), which has been closed for many years but understood to be covered by an
“ACV” protection, is rumoured to have been sold to a developer with the intention of being converted to
dwellings. This disturbing news needs to be followed up.

o  Other members reported enjoying good beers at the Golden Lion, White Lion and the Black Horse.

e It was reported that the Old Swan now sells Batham’s Bitter.

e One member visiting the centre of Birmingham in the week reported finding many of the once-
bustling city-centre pubs nearly deserted.

10) PUB OF THE SEASON
The certificate for “Autumn 2021 Pub of the Season” was presented to Andrew, the manager of the
Fosters Arms. Nominations for the Winter 2021/2 POTS will open at the meeting on the 23 November
with voting taking place at the January meeting.

11) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
e It was suggested that some meetings be held at weekends so people who cannot make a weeknight
may be able to attend. This will be debated at the next meeting.
¢ Nominations are still invited for the posts of Chairman, Secretary, Membership Secretary and Social
Secretary, and voting will take place at the AGM to be held on 23™ November at the Crown,
Claverley.

12) CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS
The chairman thanked the landlord and the staff for their hospitality and the meeting closed at 2100

13) NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be at the Crown, Claverley on 23" November at 2000. This will form the AGM
(see above). A minibus will depart from opposite the George at 1930, contact Alan Thwaites if you want a
place. There will be no meeting in December; the following meeting will be held at the Lion O’Morfe on
25" January starting at 2000. A minibus will depart from opposite the George at 1930.

There will be a TES meeting on 12" January at the Dog, Worfield commencing at 2000



