Telford and East Shropshire CAMRA
Telford sub-branch meeting
Notes
Date: 13" October 2021 Venue: The Anvil Inn, Shifnal
Number present: 11 members
Introduction and Welcome (chairman)
Apologies for absence: 5 members
Actions arising in bold
Business Items:

Pub surveys and planning for GBG selection 2022: The Chairman is taking responsibility for pub
surveys. No timetable from CAMRA on next GBG. Assume similar timescale to previous years, so will
need a GBG selection evening venue for Feb 2022. Plans for trips for surveying has been discussed
with the Social Secretary. So far there are a generally low number of pubs with qualifying surveys for
the GBG selection so members are encouraged to be active with beer scoring to elevate our number
of eligible pubs. Also require pub surveys to update WhatPub regarding new opening hours and
other details. Need to organise a mechanism to make sure surveys are done in a co-ordinated way to
get our pubs’ details correct ASAP. Pub Surveys Officer (Chairman) to arrange a system and bring to
next meeting.

Communication to members: Website, Facebook, Comms tool: At the AGM it was correctly
identified that we need to improve communications to members. It is anticipated that this will be
spearheaded on Coms and Facebook with backup from the website which will host additional
details. This process has already begun. Thanks to those involved with these processes. Idea to have
sub-branch page on the TES website for MD area; webmaster to set up and provide URL to the
Chairman to communicate to CAMRA. Idea also to send out a monthly newsletter to send out via
Coms; Membership Secretary in conjunction with the Social Secretary volunteered to produce
monthly newsletters to send out.

Shropshire Tales: Editor sent apologies. Editor had expressed willingness to do the desk-top
publishing and arrange printing but would welcome help with copy, advertising management and
other operational matters. There is a branch where a company exists that will manage this sort of
activity for a share of the surplus; contact has been made and we are awaiting a reply. Carried
forward.

Telford Beer Festival: FATE is now at Hopton Wafers which is a significant distance meaning that it
may be difficult to find volunteers for that event. Focus of Telford area fundraising should be a
Telford beer festival to replace FATE and Shifnal (Bridgnorth to remain in the calendar). If Shifnal is
to carry on a new venue would be required for historic reasons, so the idea is to replace Shifnal with
a larger Telford festival. Members are encouraged to research potential venues in
Wellington/Telford area with a view to relocating the festival and increasing the size of the event. If
venues are interested the Chairman is happy to be involved with discussions and planning.

Christmas party: The Wrekin Inn, Wellington is booked for December 11™. Details TBA.



GBG selection evening 2022: Venue needs to be arranged for February 2022 (see above). Date and
venue TBC. Preferably 9/2/2022.

Branch diary and Social Secretary

13/11/2021 trip: Carrier still TBD. Cost to members still TBD depending on charge for carriage. Pubs
to be visited TBC. More details coming.

Trips in planning to use public transport to go to Bridgnorth and also to Market Drayton and Shifnal,
all trips to be social trips involving beer scoring to support GBG selection.

Pub and Brewery News
Wrekin Inn, Wellington scheduled to re-open following redevelopment early Nov 2021

Hobsons brewery to have a new BLO for the branch. To be proposed to and approved by the West
Midlands BLC.

Hobsons now producing the seasonal green hop beer.

Good beer quality reported at the Bell and Talbot and The Fosters Arms, Bridgnorth.

Acton Arms at Moreville reported to be opening as a community operated concern.

White Hart, Shifnal still closed.

Kings Yard, Shifnal doing well.

The Bell, Shifnal is now a restaurant but is serving real ale.

The Crown, Shifnal is doing more food but is continuing to serve real ale.

The Beehive, Shifnal is now a housing development.

The Cock Hotel, Wellington is still under redevelopment but is hoping to open mid-November 2021.

The Riverside at Cund has been bought by Greene King, has been redeveloped and is busy, including
and new outside bar. Serving GK and Salopian beers and is offering CAMRA members a discount.

Committee reports
i) Chairman: Nothing to report.

ii) Secretary: Message from CAMRA that the TES CBoB voting process is slow and to encourage
members in TES to contribute to the process.

iii) Treasurer: Loan was secured from CAMRA to cover the operating cost of storage and
campaigning to bridge the period when TES CAMRA had no income. The end of the financial
accounts period is imminent so members are encouraged to submit any outstanding claims. This is
particularly pertinent as there is a transfer of the Treasurer post imminent and simultaneously a
move for the Branch accounts to the CAMRA COBAS system. The Chairman and auditors will require
non-editor access to COBAS. The retiring Treasurer has offered to be the new internal auditor of
accounts (as they are no longer a committee member). New signatory for the bank account is in
progress.



iv) Membership Secretary: 631 TES members; 410 Telford; 124 Bridgnorth; 97 Market Drayton. 1
new member this month. 8 lapsed members this month. 13 under 30; 248 30-60; 370 over 60.

v) Bridgnorth: Branch meetings re-commenced. Next meeting 26/10 at The Foster’s Arms,
Bridgnorth at which they will be presented with the BN PoTS award. Next meeting is at The Crown at
Claverley on 23/11 to include the sub-branch AGM. 13/11 survey trip to Cleobury Mortimer.

vi) Market Drayton: A party attended The Anvil beer festival on 9/10. No further information.
AOB

Social Secretary would welcome members’ availability for public transport trips for beer scoring for
planning purposes.

Chairman would welcome expressions of interest for staffing of GBBF Winter (and also attendance).
The event runs 9-12 Feb 2022 at the New Bingley Hall, Birmingham.

Thanks to the landlord of The Anvil Inn for hosting the meeting.

Dates and venues of forthcoming meetings:
10/11/21 The Wheasheaf Inn, Chetwynd Aston 8pm
11/12/21 TES Christmas Party, The Wrekin Inn, Wellington. Details TBA.

12/1/22 Suggestion to visit a Bridgnorth sub-branch venue



