CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE
Bridgnorth Sub-Branch
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Notes of Meeting held in the Crown, High St., Claverley on Tuesday 23"
November 2021
Present:

16 members, 1 guest

1. Apologies:
5 members

2. Minutes of previous meetin%
The notes of the meeting held on 26"
accurate minute of the proceedings

October in the Fosters Arms, Bridgnorth were agreed as an

There were no specific matters arising not otherwise covered in the agenda.

3. Pub Surveys
48 pubs in the Bridgnorth Sub-Branch area have been surveyed since the end of lock-down out of a
total of 100, a very creditable achievement. Although it is essential that as many of the remaining
pubs are checked out as soon as possible, with the voting day for the 2023 GBG set for the 8"
February 2022, the priority for the next 2 months is to ensure as many pubs as possible receive
sufficient visits and beer scores to make them eligible for nomination.

It was noted that only 10 pubs have so far reached the required number of visits (5) by the requires
number of surveyors (5). There are a few more requiring only one or two more surveyors and/or
visits but it is a matter of concern that some of the entries in the 2022 GBG have had only one or two
visits, and one (the Unicorn, Hampton Loade) has yet to have received any survey Visits.

It was agreed that AT produce a regular update indicating the pubs he considered to be a priority for
visits before the end of January 2022.

4. Chairman’s Report
As RN had only just been elected to the post of Chairman, there was no report from the Chair.
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5. Secretary’s Report
HQ Matters

e Election to the National Executive will take place atthe AGM on 9" April 2022; nominations
are now open and nomination papers, along with other items relating to the AGM are now
available on the main Camra website.

e The Great British Winter Ales Festival has, with regret been cancelled. Instead, all branches
are encouraged to arrange local promotions to assist pubs and breweries, such as Ale Trails,
etc. Meanwhile all advance ticket purchases will be refunded in full.

TES Matters

There was a meeting of the (parent) Telford & East Shropshire branch on the 10" November in

the Wheatsheaf at Chetwynd Aston. Points arising were:

e Nominations for the 2023 GBG close at the end of November. Will all nominations please be
submitted to the TES Chairman before then.

e Publication of Shropshire T’Ales remains suspended as the editor is unable to commit as
much time due to work commitments. Various options for the commercial promotion of the
magazine (arranging advertising, etc.) are being explored with no decisions yet made.

e Possible sites for a Telford Beer Festival are still being explored. Meanwhile it has been
agreed that plans for the Bridgnorth Beer Festival in September 2022 should proceed.

e The next TES meeting will be on Wednesday 12" January 2022 in the Dog, Worfield at 2000.

6. Membership
There has been no change to the membership, with a total of 122 members. A discussion ensued
regarding the age profile of the members of the sub-branch. After the meeting the following data was
obtained:

e 18-25 Nil
o 26-30 5
e 31-40 9
e 41-50 5
e 51-60 15
e 61-70 38
e 71-80 30
e Over 80 3

(Note that the above figures do not add up to 122!)
There are 33 Female members and 89 males.
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7. Social Secretary
Fresh from his election to the post, SA asked for suggestions for future social events. Ideas put
forward included a “Dine Out” at a suitable venue such as the Fighting Cocks, a pub-games evening,
a skittles evening, and a quiz night.

The Telford Christmas Social will take place on Saturday 11'" December starting at the Pheasant and
ending with a buffet at the Wrekin. In between, Joules Brewery have issued an invitation to call at
the soon-to-reopen Cock Hotel where they wish to show the results of the major renovations that
have been undertaken. A minibus has been ordered and will depart from opposite the George at 1200,
returning by 1900.

Steve also asked if consideration could be given to holding some meetings at weekends to make them
more accessible for younger members with work commitments.

8. Magazine Production
Unfortunately, it has proved impossible to have the next issue of Ale Sabrina out for January —
current hopes are for it to be ready for distribution in March.

For Shropshire T’Ales see item 5 above.

9. Brewery & Pub News
The Regional Brewery Coordinator has been approached regarding the appointment of a BLO for
Hobsons. He has been very busy of late - to be followed up.

Pub News

On a recent visit, the New Inn (St Mary St) had only one cask ale on offer (Hobgoblin Gold), but it
was of excellent quality. Other members reported that the George Hotel now has Ludlow “Stairway”
asaregular beer, and it is currently their best seller. Good beer has also been enjoyed at the
Woodbury Down and Golden Lion in the branch area. A visit to the River & Rail at Hampton
Loade (on the opposite bank to the Unicorn) one Saturday lunchtime found the pub closed. Further
research found a note on their web noting that they were closed “ ... taking our winter break.”.

Further afield, a new micropub has been opened in Codsall: the Love & Liquor is situated opposite
the Crown. The Wyre Forest Beer Festival in Kidderminster Town Hall was well attended and
offered a decent range of ales. Finally in Leicestershire a member visited Bridge 61 at Foxton locks
near Market Harborough and was very impressed.

10. Pub of the Season
Members were reminded that voting will take place at the January meeting to select the Pub of the
Season for Winter 2021/2.
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11. Social Media

It was noted that the latest version of Google Chrome fails to open the Bridgnorth sub-branch
website, quoting that it is “insecure”. Further information is required as this has not been universally
experienced.

Management of the branch Facebook page is undertaken by DS following the departure of DH.

It was noted that the Dudley Branch now uses Twitter to circulate details of the Dudley Winter Ales
Festival, which starts on Thursday 25" November.

12. Any Other Business
Historic England has set up a website called “Inn Sites: Remembering & Recording Shropshire’s
Rural Pub Heritage”. This is a trial pilot site, along with Lincolnshire, and can be reached at:
https://tdrheritage.co. uk/innsites/

RN reminded members of the Dudley Winter Ales Fayre being held from Thursday 25 to Saturday
27" November.

13. Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 25" January 2022 in the Lion O’Morfe, Upper Farmcote
commencing at 2000. A minibus will depart from opposite the George at 1930. The February
Meeting will be on 22" February in the Shakespeare at 1930.
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