CAMRA (Telford & East Shropshire Branch)
Notes of meeting held on Wednesday 9™ March 2022 in the Lord Hill, Ketley Bank.
The chairman opened the meeting: there were 10 members present.
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from 4 members
2. Actions from previous meeting
Nothing required.

3. Business Items
The surveys of pubs nominated for the 2023 GBG need completing soon. There were
4 outstanding from the Bridgnorth area and a similar number in Telford and Market
Drayton.

e Pub of the Year — Chair noted that he had not received any information from Region
or HQ regarding the timetable for the POTY 2022 competition.

[Post Meeting Note: A communication from the POTY Coordinator for the WM Region has
since been received, requesting that each branch’s nominations be submitted to him by 17"
March.]

e Shropshire T’ Ales — Editor is still awaiting offers of support for some of the
commercial tasks (obtaining sponsorship, advertising, etc.). It was noted that nothing
has been heard from Shrewsbury branch regarding continuing interest in publication.

e Telford Beer Festival — This will be held on 9", 10" & 11" June in the function room
at the rear of the Plough, Shifnal and will be marketed as the “Shifnal Beer Festival”.
The Business Plan has been approved by Camra HQ, and the Risk Assessment is
being developed. Organisers have been to Rugby to see how another branch has put
on a Beer Festival in the post-Covid era. Any offers of help to set up and/or help at
the festival will be very welcome.

4. Social Secretary

Stated that the quiz would take place on Saturday at the Firs, Codsall. He has also been
investigating the cheapest fares available for travel by train from Telford to Chester for the
tour on the 26" March. For passengers without railcards this will require purchasing 2
separate tickets for the Telford/Wellington — Shrewsbury leg and for the journey on to
Chester (even though it is a through train!)

5. Chairman

The Elephant & Castle at Dawley has not reopened after Covid, which has disappointed
many local residents. There will be a “Save The Elephant” Public Meeting on the 26" March
at Dawley House which chair will attend if possible. There is a questionnaire available on
line (elephantdawleyconsultation@gmail.com) for folks to complete showing why they wish
the pub to reopen and what use they will make of it if it does so.

6. Secretary

No report
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7. Treasurer

No report
8. Membership

Membership figures: Telford 392, Bridgnorth 127, Market Drayton 84
9. Bridgnorth

Preparations for the Bridgnorth Beer Festival are under way — the first task to tackle is the
Business Plan. The presentation of the award of “Pub of the Season” for Spring 2022 will be
made to the George on Friday afternoon 11" March at 1500. There will be a “Dine-out” at the
Lion O’Morfe on Wednesday 16" March. At the February meeting in the Shakespeare, the
sub-branch Chairman gave a short presentation on the revised CAMRA Beer Styles, followed
by a tasting demonstration. This was warmly welcomed and may lead to more folks booking
to attend one of the Regional Tasting sessions in Birmingham when they resume.

10. Market Drayton

Following the departure of previous chair, the new chairman of the sub-branch is in place. In
order to support him in this role, Main Branch chair has arranged a meeting for the 20" April
in the Red Lion headed “Taking CAMRA Forward in Market Drayton”.

11. Any Other Business

Chair asked members if they wished to hold the 2022 AGM in September (as in 2021
following lock-down) or return to a date in June. It was noted that a date in September would
be difficult for Bridgnorth members to attend as the Beer Festival is closely followed by the
SVR’s annual Steam Gala, with many CAMRA members involved. This will need to be
decided at the next meeting. Carried forward.

12. Next Meeting

The April Meeting will be on the 13™ April in the Horse & Jockey, Chetwynd Aston at 2000.
The May meeting will be on the 11" May at a venue tba.

The meeting closed at 2058 and chair thanked the landlord for his hospitality.



